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Be sure to visit our new website at www.KlineGalland.org
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A CANDID CHAT WITH 

Marianne Weingarten

the journey 
of a lifetime‑

Kline Galland has been a fixture in the Greater Seattle senior care 
community for 105 years. To put that into perspective, consider this – 1914 
was when World War I consumed Europe, the Panama Canal opened to 
traffic and, yes, baseball legend Babe Ruth made his major league debut.

And here we are, now in our second century of care. As Kline Galland 
thrives and evolves, we get word that 15 skilled nursing facilities in our 
State have closed in the past 15 months alone. We are saddened for those 
communities; yet we also take great pride that Kline Galland continues to 
be in unprecedented demand. We are in this position because of the great 
care delivered by a loving staff, a diversified array of developing services 
and fiscally responsible management by generations of community leaders 
and volunteers.

Our Rehab Center is the largest in Washington. Our Community Based 
Services bring Kline Galland to residences throughout King County – 
home care, home health, palliative care and hospice. State-of-the-art 
Independent, Assisted Living and Memory Support are trademarks of The 
Summit at First Hill.  We are investing in our facilities as evidenced by our 
capital projects underway at Kline Galland Home, including renovation of 
the dining room, creation of a new synagogue dedicated to our Foundation 
President Emeritus Josh Gortler and more – all made possible by generous 
donations from community members.  

Thank you for continuing to support this wonderful organization. Looking 
ahead, I can promise you that, just like Babe Ruth, we will keep our eye on 
the ball.

Wishing you a happy and sweet New Year.

IN CLOSING
Marianne:  I’ve basically just transferred my old home to here. It’s comfortable 
and familiar. I have company, I am looked after, I have a regular group for dinner. 
The building is as safe and secure as you can have, that includes the garage. I am 
getting older and The Summit is a very good place for that.

Yes, it’s a transition, but it’s been about as easy as you can make it. The Summit is 
my new home and is very much like my old one, which I was in for 73 years. It was 
time for a change and it’s been easy. The only difference is the location. I am happy 
with my decision.

Tom:  I have been urging Mom to make this move for a while. I was nervous about 
her living alone in the house with the stairs and all. I think this was a really good 
move; the transition has been remarkably easy. She enjoys being with friends … 
there are plenty of activities … there’s a safe place to walk … a great view … and, of 
course, there’s a ping pong table. 

Susan:  Mom’s place here at The Summit is very, very nice. She was literally able to 
bring everything here that she had on the main floor of the house in Magnolia. It’s 
comfortable and just look at this view … plus she has a place for her orchids.
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HOME CARE • (206) 805-1930
Home comfort, confidence, companionship and care. 
Workers are carefully screened, trained, bonded, insured 
and supervised. Wide range of non-medical support 
services are customized to make a significant difference 
in quality of life, health and independence … all enjoyed  
at home … long or short-term, ‘round the clock or a few  
hours each week.

HOME HEALTH • (206) 805-1930
Whether recovering from illness, surgery or accident; 
transitioning back to health and independence is the 
goal. Clients receive, at home, assistance of nurses, 
therapists, social workers and other specially-trained 
caregivers to maximize health and function. A physician 
referral initiates these Medicare-certified skilled 
services which are delivered with an extra dose of 
tender loving care.

THE SUMMIT at FIRST HILL • (206) 652-4444
1200 University Street, Seattle 
Independent and Assisted Living community just steps 
from downtown shopping, theatre, cultural venues, 
green spaces and the finest medical facilities. Residents 
thrive in a dynamic, enriched lifestyle embracing Jewish 
culture and traditions. Elegantly appointed apartments, 
comfort and 24-hour security allow residents to “age  
in place” and enjoy Retirement Living at Its Best. 
Memory Support now available.

KLINE GALLAND HOME • (206) 725-8800
7500 Seward Park Ave S., Seattle 
Recognized as one of the finest skilled nursing 
facilities nationally; KGH is dedicated to comprehensive, 
compassionate, personalized care. Patients are viewed 
holistically; team of professionals cross-coordinates to 
meet the full spectrum of individual needs. Established 
in 1914, we take pride in evolving and leading the way in 
Long-Term Care, Short-Term Rehab and Memory Care.

KLINE GALLAND complies with Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate  
on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability or sex.

(206) 723-INFO
7-day access to a live senior health advocate.

THE SECOND 
CENTURY OF  
KLINE GALLAND 
CARE
by JEFF COHEN, CEO
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the Path
Less Taken

There are not many 98 
year olds who still go to 
the office on a regular 
basis and take care of 
business. But then, as 
we learned in a recent 

chat, there are not 
many individuals like 

Marianne Weingarten. 
Sitting with her children, 
Tom and Susan, we were 

amazed to learn of the 
path less taken by this 
collector of magnets 
and small bottles of 

liquor who describes 
herself as, “the only 

person who officially 
emigrated from 
Germany twice.”

GETTING FROM THERE TO HERE
Marianne:  I don’t know exactly where to begin. Looking back, I think one of the more 
interesting events of my life may have been when I was evacuated from Spain on an 
English battlecruiser. Let me explain.

I was born in Germany in 1921. When I was 14, I was sent to Spain to live with an uncle 
and aunt. Four months after I arrived, the Spanish Civil War broke out. Bombs were 
falling all around us and my uncle didn’t know what to do with me – so I was sent back 
to Germany. The HMS Repulse* came around evacuating anybody who wanted to 
leave. It was anchored out in the bay. I took a launch. It was the middle of the night. 
I had my teddy bear in one arm, a suitcase in the other – and then I had to climb this 
rope ladder on the outside of the ship. It sailed from Majorca to Marseille where I was 
then put on a train back to Germany. My father met me at the border. A few weeks 
later, my father left for the United States.

A year and a half after that, my mother and I left Germany. We boarded the  
SS Statendam** from Rotterdam to NY. We were a week in NY with relatives; then  
took another ship through the Canal to Los Angeles with stops along the way in 
Havana, Panama City and Acapulco. In L.A., a relative picked us up and took us to  
San Francisco – then a train to Seattle where we were met by my father. It was about 
six weeks from the time we left Germany to arriving in Seattle. We were fortunate  
to have bought and paid for our trip in German marks before we left as you were not 
permitted to take currency out of the country. To the best of my knowledge, I am the 
only person who officially emigrated from Germany twice.

A NEW COUNTRY, A NEW LIFE
Marianne:  My life in Seattle started on January 15, 1938. I was 16. As I mentioned, my 
father was here already. Dr. Paul Barnass, a cousin of my mother’s and a dear friend, 
was as well. So we had a pretty good beginning. 

I graduated from Broadway High School in 1939. After that, I went to business school 
for a year; then I worked four or five years for the Washington Émigré Bureau helping 
settle the various refugees who ended up in Seattle. There was a period where people 
who had an exit visa from Germany were able to get on the Trans-Siberian Railway 
and then come across the Pacific Ocean. With the war on, they couldn’t go across the 
Atlantic anymore. They had to go through Russia and Siberia to Japan. There would be 
up to 200 people arriving with each ship – we would try to accommodate them here 
or send them wherever they wanted to go. 

THE MAN FROM NORTH DAKOTA
Marianne:  In early 1941, Morty Weingarten, a young 
man born and raised in North Dakota, came to town. 
He had been to Seattle on a trip in his youth, he liked it 
and he had an opportunity to be transferred here while 
working for the Army Corps of Engineers. Upon his 
arrival, Morty came to the Jewish Welfare Office looking 
for a room to rent in a Jewish home. That’s when they 
contacted me. My family had rented a big house on Capitol 
Hill with four bedrooms with the idea of my grandmother 
perhaps coming if she got out of Germany. We were willing 
to rent rooms … and that we did. 

I started scaling back a bit when I moved to The Summit at First Hill – that was 
over a year ago when I also gave up driving. I now go the office once or twice a 
week, look at the invoices, okay them for payment, if there are any checks waiting 
I sign them.

Looking back, I joined the company on a one-day-a-week basis back in the mid-
1950s … and I am still there today, over 60 years later. 

Tom:  I’ve been with the company since 1979 – but I can’t retire before my mother 
does, that’s the hitch.

AN EYE ON THE SUMMIT
Marianne:  I’ve known about The Summit since its inception. I have a little trowel 
at home that they gave to all of us who were here for the groundbreaking in 1999, 
just a few years after Morty’s passing. I thought The Summit was a good idea then 
so I had my name on the waiting list ever since. I’ve turned them down several 
times to stay in the house.

But last year, when this wonderful apartment became available, I thought I had 
better grab it. And I did. I’m enjoying life here so much! I like being taken care of 
as well as being independent. The nurse takes my blood pressure twice a week. 
I have physical therapy. They have gym equipment and are teaching me many 
exercises. We play ping pong which is the best exercise I have had in years. It’s all 
part of the Wellness Program at The Summit. Amazing –  
every time I play ping pong for 20 minutes my blood 
pressure drops 20 or 30 points. It’s fun. I used to be very 
good but I haven’t played in a long, long time.

I also walk around the 4th floor garden as much as I can. I have gone to concerts, 
plays, out to dinner – there are more programs here than I could ever attend. It’s 
a very friendly place. I have two friends here whom I’ve known since high school 
days. We’re close – have even traveled together with one.

KLINE GALLAND’S PLACE IN THE COMMUNITY
Marianne:  I have always been aware of Kline Galland. My mother had been at 
Kline Galland Home for some time. It was and is a remarkable place. It fills a need.  
It is part of the community and is very helpful as we get older.

About five years ago, I broke my hip. I tripped and fell on my way to the symphony 
at Benaroya Hall. When it came time to be released from Virginia Mason to a care 
facility, they asked me where I wanted to go. I said, “Kline Galland.” And let me 
tell you, I had excellent care. I think Kline Galland has the reputation for being the 
best place for older people west of the Mississippi, with the possible exception of 
Minneapolis. The Summit certainly fits that as well. It fits a need … and does a very 
good job at it. 

Morty moved in. He was very welcomed and was a 
wonderful person to have around. One thing led to 
another. Because of a threat to relocate German 
and Japanese nationals, we were married in a rush 
in March of 1942 in that very house on Harvard 
Avenue. We got an apartment on Belmont 
Avenue, just off of Denny Way. We had a pull 
down bed, no bedroom – just one big room with 
a kitchen and bathroom. Tom was born in 1945 – 
we were building a house in Magnolia at the  
time and moved six months later. I lived there  
for over seven decades – until just last year.

THE BUSINESS OF FAMILY BUSINESS
Marianne:  In 1943 Morty switched over to 
Boeing to work on the B-29s. He was a structural engineer  
(“A wing guy” according to son Tom) who worked on many, many projects  
including the Lunar Orbiter, 727, 737, 747 and B-52. He retired from Boeing in 1969.

Our daughter Susan was born in 1948. When she started school, I started working 
for my father, at least part-time, at The Katz Paper, Foil and Cordage Corporation. 
When both kids went to school, I went to work and was then back to greet them 
when they returned home. This went on for many years.

My father Willie Katz (known as Bill Katz professionally) had been in the paper 
business in Germany. His language skills were not great when he landed in New 
York, so it was a tough go for him. 

As the story goes … there was a club in New York made up of paper executives. 
Dad ran into this fellow named Zellerbach; he had known that family from Germany.  
Zellerbach said, “Katz, it is tough here in New York, come to Seattle, I’ll give you 
a job.” We had relatives in Seattle so he came to Seattle. He never worked for 
Zellerbach, but he did go into the paper business. It was sort of that classic, “buy 
a roll of brown paper, sell it – go back and buy two rolls, sell them … just keep on 
keepin’ on.” 

ONE THING LED TO ANOTHER
Marianne:  The business evolved into a regional distributor and manufacturer of 
decorative packaging products such as gift wrap, ribbons, bows, gift boxes, displays 
and specialty products, including foil. We sold a tremendous amount of materials to 
Frederick & Nelson, The Bon, Nordstrom and many others. We had sandwich and 
hamburger wraps, ribbons and wrapping for florists, padding for candy boxes.

I started out being the secretary – typing and taking shorthand from my father – 
even worked with the foil and things like that. My mother kept the books. When dad 
died I think she gave up and I had to take over. It was just everybody did whatever 
needed to be done. After Morty retired from Boeing, he joined the company with a 
focus on growing the foil business. It’s always been a family business. Still is – it’s 
Tom and me and our long-time employees. * The HMS Repulse, built during WWI, was sunk in December of 1941 by Japanese aircraft near 

Singapore with the loss of 508 officers and men. 

 ** Built in 1927, the SS Statendam was caught in a 1940 crossfire and was set on fire by the Dutch 
to prevent the Germans from capturing her.

KLINE GALLAND FOUNDATION • (206) 456-9702
Simon Amiel, Chief Development Officer
The Foundation raises funds for endowments to generate 
financial support to provide quality of life and quality of 
care to those served by Kline Galland.

HOSPICE CARE • (206) 805-1930
Highly specialized care maximizes every aspect of 
quality for individuals facing end of life. Coordinated 
team of health care professionals is committed to 
meeting the physical, emotional and social needs of 
patients and families. Provided wherever an individual 
resides, emphasis is on comfort, respect, kindness  
and compassion … caring for spiritual and cultural  
wishes as well. 

POLACK ADULT DAY CENTER • (206) 725-8800
7500 Seward Park Ave S., Seattle  •  Mon. – Thurs. 
Provides socialization, recreation, health monitoring 
and lunches for older adults … in addition to much-
needed respite for caregivers. Participants benefit from 
activities and interaction in a supportive, supervised 
environment including exercise, art, discussion groups, 
entertainment, outings and Jewish cultural celebrations.

PALLIATIVE CARE • (206) 805-1930
Patients battling serious illness or living with chronic 
disease receive consultative services to help manage  
and cope with symptoms. Team of specialists provides 
the support that enables patients to make informed 
medical choices, identify supportive services, reduce 
emergency room visits and carry-on with their daily 
activities. Comfort and quality of life are the  
primary goals.

REHAB/TRANSITIONAL CARE • (206) 805-2372
7500 Seward Park Ave S., Seattle 
Inpatient and outpatient rehabilitation to get you back 
functioning at your best. Regarded among Washington’s 
most popular rehab centers, care is from the same team 
of in-house therapists/therapeutic professionals to 
ensure continuity and maximize outcomes … making our 
Rehab/TCU the optimal place to heal on the way home.

For more information, please visit:  
www.KlineGalland.org


